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Don’t forget to

bring your refillable
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Careers Event

On 23rd January, a group of students and staff attended the
Careers Fair at Stamford Arts Centre. This was hosted by
Alicia Kearns MP who brought together a number of different

organisations, businesses, colleges and training providers.

Students had the opportunity to speak to organisations in
order to find out more about their role in the local communi-
ty and the opportunities they offer.

Students and staff enjoyed the event and we look forward to
returning again next year.

Burns Night

We celebrated Burns Night with a traditional piper, a poem
and a lunch of haggis, neeps and tatties. Two students
tried the lunch .
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What isthis about?
Artificid intelligence (Al) is agrowing partof everydayonling life. Many
young people are encountering Al through homework tools, games, and
creative apps. However, there is 8 growing number of Al chatbots and

‘companion” apps that are designed specifically o hold conversations with
users — and these raise important safeguarding considerations.

Thesetools can appear as friendly characters, advisors, or even "digita
friends". While some are marketed as harmiessor supportive, they are not
regulatedin the sameway asschool systemsor child-focused platforms.

How can it be arisk?

Al chatbots are designed torespond in ways that feel persond, understanding
and emotionally engaging. This can be appealing D young pecple, particularty
thoze who may-

* Fegl lonelyorisolated
*  Strugglewith peer relationships
*+  Find online interaction easier than face-io-face communication

However, unlike real people, Al systemsdo not have safeguarding responsibili-
ties. They may:

* Provideinaccurate or inappropriate advice

* Encouragedependencyor exXcessive use

*  Fail to recognise emotiond distress or risk

* Heinforce negative thoughts rather than challenge them

some chatbots aso store conversation dataor encourage users toshare per-
zonalinformation, without young people fullyunderstanding how thatinfor-
mation is used.

Parents canreport online concerns to CEOP, speak tothe school's safeguarding team, or access gquid-
ance from NSPCC, ThinkUKnow, and Childline.

le https:fwww.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/ https:#saferinternet org uk/resource/thinku knows

https:/fwww.nspce.org.uk/keeping-children- 7. @ o itpsdwww.childline.orguk/

safelreporting-abuse/report/ w}
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Open Events

Explore Our Full-Time Courses,
Apprenticeships, Adult Learning, and
Higher Education Opportunities!

Thursday 29
January 2026

5:30) = 7:510) [olan

Thursday 30

April 2026
5:30 — 7:00 pm

BOOK YOUR PLACE
www.grantham.ac.uk/our-events

\Scan here




