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Context

Oakham Shires School is a small independent special needs day school, for children and young people aged
between 11 and 18 years, that have a primary need .  Some of our

such as ADHD, dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia and

involving significant periods of being out of school, exclusion (voluntary or enforced) and a history of

Our aim

provide personalised learning pathways through flexibility and the commitment of a highly skilled and

Our vision.

associated

provide bespoke experiences using a highly flexible, well organised and person-centred approach where we
w
professional agencies.

At the heart of the curriculum is a core of wellbeing and personal development which allows children to
develop their skills through a
knowledge, cultural capital and their role within the community.  Our environment is personalised, safe,
nurturing and inclusive to encourage our children and young people to become confident and happy

Rationale

The needs and happiness of our children are at the heart of everything we strive to achieve at Oakham

-long learners and self-

We recognise that “ -rhythm”
(Opai, 2017).
progress the skill set of each learner, whatever their ability or pace. Our curriculum content is

that we do.  Skills learnt are transferable, with appropriate planning and support, into the home, the local
community, and future placements.  Oakham Shires School offers a safe and secure environment where



STATEMENT OF INTENT

providing a broad and balanced curriculum that is rich, varied,
relevant and personalised for the individual learner that enables them to become confident individuals,
with a strong sense of themselves and their place in the world, prepared for the next stage in their lives.

The curriculum is designed around pupils’ developmental stages of learning, as opposed to their

are age appropriate and peer group is considered when grouping pupils.

overlearning. appropriate.

IMPLEMENTATION

Personalisation

We recognise the need to involve our students in the design of their learning journey, and the importance of

-engaging and empowering our learners to develop a growth mindset and the
confidence to develop.

Our pupils are taught and encouraged to they can support their
well-being.

progress into college, training, employment and independent living. We work hard to develop learners’ skills,

and cultural experiences.

To ensure each learner’s journey is balanced and broad for as long as possible, we will ensure personalised



knowledge they need to prepare them for their future. Pupils will have a Personalised Learning Plan created
baseline

reviewed and developed termly.

ers to know more, remember
more and do more.

- -
’s

journey for each of our children and young people, considering age, ability, interests and gaps in skills,
knowledge, and social disadvantage. Our on-
to be made and we will be responsive and flexible to current and changing needs.

-
and ever-changing nature of the world around us. We also understand the vital role we have in ensuring that
gro

rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs in
the aim to prepare our students for their adult life beyond school.

Curriculum

of
taught in small groups according to age, stage, ability and need.

ilst introducing them

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4
English English
Maths Maths
Science Science
History
Geography
Modern Foreign Languages
Design and Technology
Art and Design
Music One subject from each of the following:

• Arts
• Design and technology
•

hips • Modern foreign languages

. Progress in English and Maths
will be mapped against the Key Learning Indicators of Performance (KLIPs), appropriate to learning needs,
informed, by the end of Key
Stage Three , Level 1 or Level 2



Post 16 Study

Our Post-

independent li
Some

alongside their school-based learning.

Curriculum Statements for Each Subject

English

At Oakham Shires School, we intend for all pupils to experience an inspiring, language-
English environment. We aim to foster a love of books
a variety of purposes and audiences and across all subjects within our broad curriculum.

tea

variety of texts from a range of different cultures. Through shared texts and explicit teaching, they will
experience a wide range of vocabulary, giving them the understanding and power of language that they need
to be successful in their next stage.

Our intent is for every child to leave our care as able and independent communicators, with the confidence
and skills required to read and write fluently. They will be thoroughly prepared in all aspects of English and
fully equipped for the next step in their journey.

Our English curriculum is based
of well-
progressively develop their skills in English at a level which meets their individual needs.

Phonics
The teaching of phonics supports children in early reading to develop their phonic knowledge. Where

appropriate we use a DfE approved primary which
guides them step by step,
fluency. This leads onto a structured spelling scheme where rules are taught explicitly, and words are chosen

n’ Where the primary approach is
not appropriate, we use programme designed for adolescent struggling
readers, which is run alongside the teaching of a structured spelling scheme.

Reading
-

them to develop and maintain their fluency skills. Paired reading with an adult and reading out- loud to an
adult is a fundamental part of this
and ensure that the text chosen is at an appropriate level of challenge. Teachers also deliver guided reading
sessions daily skills, and giving them the
opportunity to develop their fluency through modelled and shared reading of the text for example through
choral or echo reading.



teachers to che

Writing

Our book-based curriculum puts high quality literature at the heart of literacy learning in order to raise

es and sustain ideas through discussion. Through

purposes and audiences. age;
they learn to communicate confidently in both spoken and

Mathematics

At Oakham Shires School, we intend for all pupils to experience an inspiring, number-
math s environment. We aim for all pupils to have access to a math ’ curriculum which meets
the needs of all learners and equips them wit
whichever path they follow.

Our ’ curriculum
Curriculum is used as a guide to support teachers in delivering a well-structured and thorough program which

lls in
math s and apply their knowledge in other subjects and to living skills.

Science

At Oakham Shires School, our science curriculum intends to provide an inclusive and accessible program of
Our overarching goal is to enable every pupil to engage

knowledge. It is designed to be flexible, responsive, and tailored to meet individual learning needs. We intend

and hands-
through successful e

-sensory, and engaging. We use a range of
teaching and learning strategies that are responsive to pupils' diverse learning needs, including teacher-led

-

-on,

them.



History
n of the past. We

aim to provide pupils with a broad and balanced view of history in Britain and the wider world, whilst teaching
-solving which will prepare them

for the next pha
that they can build on, our history curriculum is organised into a progression model that outlines the skills,

lly coherent way.

Geography

about the natural and human aspects of the world. Pupils are encouraged to develop a greater understanding
and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. Our aim is to equip our pupils with knowledge about
diverse places, people, resources, and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding
of the Earth’s key physical and human processes and we aim to expand their geographical vocabulary. We
also aim to inspire pupils to enquire and develop an interest in their local area. The geography curriculum at
our school enables pupils to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas,
and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development.

The curriculum is designed to develop knowledge and skills that are progressive, as well as transferable,
our school and also

designed to provide our children with the subject-
discuss the world, as well as their place in it. Our pupils are encouraged to recognise that they have a voice

renewable energy. We aim to produce well-
to expand their cultural capital and experiences of the world.

Our whole curriculum is shaped by our school vision which aims to enable all children, regardless of

culum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression. This ensures that skills and
knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all pupils.
Geography at Oakham Shires School is taught in blocks throughout the year, so that pupils can achieve depth
in their learning. Pupils will access resources to acquire learning through atlases, textbooks, maps, digital
technology, and photographs.

Great thought is given to how pupils will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion.
Teaching and learning should show progression across all key stages within the strands of Geography.

’s cultural capital and children will learn and revisit the importance of our
world
which skills to teach in each topic they cover and therefore teach high quality lessons which build on pupil’s
prior knowledge, skills and understanding. Lessons are planned to promote different levels of learning.

recall in children, encouraging them to reach conclusions on their own.



Design and Technology – Food Technology

design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their
own and others’ needs, wants, and values. They acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and draw on

quirements of the

the progressive development of knowledge and skills, so children have a more rigorous understanding of
Design and Technology.

At

Understanding of SPD (Sensory Processing Disorder)
Planning caters to the strengths, interests, and barriers that our young people have whilst also maintaining
the desire to promote and encourage a move towards independence. For example, learning is linked to

l ’ own tastes and budget.

pupils with the
knowledge and skills they can transfer to their life outside and beyond school.

Art and Design

expressive skills. Through our art program, we intend to encourage pupils to

rning environment, where all students
feel valued and empowered to express themselves.

Our art
e strive to help pupils understand and

appreciate different forms of art, and experiment with different styles and techniques.

-expression,
and to develop their confidence and self-esteem.

respected. Our curriculum aims to promote respect for diverse cultures, beliefs, and opinions, and to



Computing

Our aim at Oakham Shires School is to provide a high-

Pupils at Oakham Shires School are a
Our young people will be prepared for life beyond school whether that be

ur digital world.

Physical Education

s
of our students, as well as developing their fitness and social skills. Our PE lessons are designed to be catered
towards each pupil’s needs and interests, linking in with professionals
community wherever possible.

Religious Education (RE)

The RE curriculum follows
responsible for producing the locally agreed syllabus for RE.  It allows pupils to explore religions, their
community, and personal development and well-
quality, coherent and progressive experience of the subject, with scope for cross curricular learning.
Through our RE programme, we intend to encourage the learners to iden
respond to a variety of different issues, religions and world beliefs.

SMSC, personal growth and community cohesion are featured throughout the curriculum and are there to
also, to reflect on and relate their

learning in RE to their own experiences. The intent is to make sure that learners understand the relevance
of RE in today’s modern world and how it affects their lives. It also seeks to promote an inclusive and

up the landscape of the UK and the wider world and how they can learn from and work alongside each other

decisions that they can make impact in their future. All learners in the school will be able to communicate
more confidently about their wellbeing, oral and cultural development for the society in which they live. The

including themselves.

PSHE

Oakham Shires School

children to m

Work in PSHE and in the day-to-



resilience, compromise and forgiveness.

We implement our PSHE curriculum through the PSHE A through weekly lessons.
Though these lessons, our children will be able to:

•

• Be problem-

• them to stand up for themselves and what they stand for.

• Develop their confidence, ability to work as part of a group and be able to deal with disappointments.

• s.

• Understand the various ways that boys and girls are different both physically and in personality and
discuss how to protect theirs’ and others’ privacy.

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural (SMSC)

A key element of every pupil’s experience at Oakham Shires School is to prepare them to live in society. For
young people
respond in the way that their mind predicts. They are supported in their learning to manage and cope with
the unexpected, to see change as non-threatening, to reg

To achieve this, we strive to give pupils the opportunity to explore values and beliefs, including religious
beliefs, and the way in which they affect peoples’ lives. We encourage pupils to explore and develop what
interests them and others and encourage them to reflect and learn. We give pupils the opportunity to

ect people. We also create an environment
where all pupils can grow, flourish, respect others and be respected.

opportunity, right and wrong. An open and safe learning environment is provided in which pupils can express
-making – .

in the wider community. We encourage pupils
property, to care for the environment, and to develop codes of appropriate behaviour.

Oakham Shires School will promote a sense of community, with common, inclusive values which ensure that
every
We encourage pupils to work co-

Helping pupils develop personal q
honesty, respect for difference, moral principles, independence interdependence, self-respect and
encouraging pupils to challenge, when necessary and in appropriate ways, the values of a group or wider



Pupils are provided with the op

’ knowledge and use of cultural imagery and
language.

IMPACT

Demonstrating progress at Oakham Shires

EHCP

Long Term Progress - Progress against Long Term Outcomes are reviewed as part of the annual review

ch ASDAN Life Skill Challenges or

Short Term Progress - Long Term Outcomes are broken down into short term outcomes and linked into our
formal curriculum planning. These outcomes are reviewed y but are reported on termly via the
school’

every student’s personalised programme.

At Oakham Shires Sc
school (KLIPS). These
statements are used to assess, plan, deliver and review the pupil’s progress. The ‘assess, plan, do, review’

or
each pupil.

,
across a minimum of five subjects to include Maths, English and Science.

- Many of our pupils have come to Oakham

impact measure to highlight
-

Behaviour - All of our pupils have come to Oakham
their behaviour respon

well-



Daily feedback – giving highlights of the day’s
learning and progress.

End of Term Pupil Progress Reports - Parents, Carers, & Social Workers receive an end of term report that
details progress made against short term outcomes. These are discussed with parents during parents

cess.

End of Year Pupil Progress Reports - A full annual report on progress to parents at the end of the summer
term.

Annual Review -


